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Abstract 
This project was conducted to determine if a difference 
exists in the perception of parental unconditional love 
between a group of high school students and a similar group 
of court ordered adolescents. 
The subjects were fifty high school age students and 
fifty court ordered individuals ranging in age from eleven 
to eighteen. 
The subjects were asked to complete a ten-question 
instrument with a response scale of one to seven. When the 
data was analyzed, the scale was reduced from seven to three 
in order to make the data more meaningful. 
The results show that there was not a significant 
difference between the two groups. This is somewhat sur-
prising, but encouraging, because it appears that the court 
ordered population may be receiving positive support which 
is essential to building self-esteem. 
Dedication 
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Emily, Jimmy and Matt 
Love Always 
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Purpose 
This project was conducted to determine if parental 
unconditional love has an effect on adolescent behavior. 
An instrument containing ten questions with seven item 
responses was formulated and distributed to two populations 
of adolescents. 
The Hypothesis to be tested in this study was: 
Adolescents who have not experienced parental uncondi-
tional love are more likely to commit a crime. 
The Null Hypothesis was: 
There is no difference in perception of unconditional 
love between the two groups of adolescents. 
Chapter IV of this study outlines the results of this 
survey. 
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Statement of the Problem 
In an effort to test the Null Hypothesis of this Pilot 
Study, a self-reporting Likert Scale instrument was designed 
and administered. The data were analyzed to determine the 
differences in perception between the two groups tested. 
2 
Limitations of the Study 
This study is limited to adolescent individuals resid-
ing in East Central Illinois; therefore, the population 
might not compare to other geographic areas of the country. 
The groups surveyed consisted of fifty Court Ordered 
individuals and fifty local High School students. 
The two accessible groups used for the survey were 
small, limiting the implications of the findings. 
Because of confidentiality requirements, the method 
used to survey the Court Ordered group was not known. 
Unconditional love is difficult to define, and little 
research was found on the topic. 
The reliability and validity of the questionnaire 
remains unestablished. 
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Definition of Terms 
Unconditional: Without conditions or limitatipns; abso-
lute. 
Love: 
Adolescent: 
Adolescence: 
Counselor: 
Court: 
Ordered: 
Probation: 
Officer: 
An intense affection for another person 
based on familial or personal ties. 
Of, pertaining to, or undergoing adoles-
cence. An adolescent boy or girl, espe-
cially a teen-ager. 
The period of physical and psychological 
development from the onset of puberty to 
maturity. A transitional period of 
development between youth and maturity. 
A person who gives counsel; adviser. 
A duly appointed judge in the legal 
system. 
To issue a command or instruction to. 
The action of suspending the sentence of 
one convicted of a minor offense and 
granting him provisional freedom on the 
promise of good behavior. 
one who holds an off ice of authority or 
trust in an organization, such as a 
corporation or a government. 
4 
Parenting: 
Family: 
The rearing of a child or children, 
especially the care, love, and guidance 
given by parents. 
A fundamental social group in society 
consisting especially of a man and woman 
and their offspring. A group of persons 
sharing a common ancestry. All the 
members of a household under one roof. 
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Literature Review 
Love is patient and kind; 
love is not jealous or boastful; 
it is not arrogant or rude. 
Love does not insist 
on its own way; 
it is not irritable or resentful; 
it does not rejoice at wrong, 
but rejoices in the right. 
Love bears all things, 
believes all things, 
hopes all things, 
endures all things. 
Love never ends .... 
I CORINTHIANS 13:4-8 (RSVB) 
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unconditional Love 
In His book The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Peo-
ple, Stephen Covey (1989) maintains that when individuals 
truly love others without conditions or strings, it promotes 
their essential worth and increases their self-esteem. 
Under these conditions, individuals are allowed--especially 
children--to be themselves and not react to the conditions 
and limitations that is imposed on them. 
Unconditional love encourages a natural growth process 
where others can feel safe and secure in pursuing their own 
identity and integrity. Then they can live true to the 
highest and best within them. Loving unconditionally does 
not mean that there are no limits or consequences. It is 
possible to set limits and consequences and still love 
regardless {Covey, 1989). 
The laws of life could be defined as "cooperation, 
l 
contribution, self-discipline and integrity" and they are 
more easily fulfilled if children have the freedom to act on 
their own independence and not have to react to limitations 
set by others {Covey, 1989, p. 199). Setting. limitations 
can promote counter-dependency and causes individuals to 
become reactive and rebellious. Covey {1989, p. 199) claims 
that "Rebellion is a knot of the heart, not of the mind" and 
can be overcome with unconditional love. 
According to Fromm {1956), a mother's actions become 
crystallized in a child's experience leading the child to 
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believe he or she is loved just because of existence. This 
is a passive love--nothing has to be done to earn it. It is 
blissful and peaceful and does not have to be, deserved. The 
negative side of this unconditional love is the fact that if 
it doesn't exist, it cannot be acquired and nothing can be 
done to create it. 
However, Singer (1994) believes the concept that love 
can be defined as unconditional overlooks and distorts the 
importance of appraisal. It defines love as voluntary in 
the sense of involving no need or desire other than the need 
to love. If this were true, our usual values would not 
apply, and love would be a pure award with no concern about 
benefits to oneself. If we did not evaluate or judge oth-
ers, love would merely affirm the being of the other person. 
Human beings can and do actually love one another. "Love as 
we know it is always-a mixture of creative bestowals and 
appraisals that variably develop as a relationship progress-
es" (p. 141) . 
Fromm (1956) also believes that motherly love by its 
very nature is unconditional--by contrast, conditional love 
has to be deserved. Our very character is equipped to give 
and to receive, to exchange and to deplete; "everything, 
spiritual as well as material objects, becomes an object of 
exchange and of consumption" (Fromm, 1956, p. 87). 
Love 
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Love is primarily giving, not receiving according to 
Fromm (1956}, in his book The Art of Loving. The active 
character of love becomes evident beyond the element of 
giving. Care, responsibility, respect and knowledge are the 
basic elements common to all forms of love. Care and con-
cern imply responsibility. Respect is not based on fear or 
awe; it is based on the ability to see a person as one 
really is and to be aware of unique individuality, and 
knowledge would be of little value if it were not motivated 
by concern. 
Fromm (1956} further asserts that faith is a character 
trait that saturates the whole personality, r~ther than a 
specific belief. Rational faith is not prima~ily belief in 
something, but what our firm convictions dictate. When we 
love, we commit ourselves without guarantee, to give our-
selves completely in"the hope that our love will produce 
love in the loved person. "Love is an act of faith, and 
whoever is of little faith is also of little love" (pp. 127-
128}. 
Furthermore; according to Singer (1994}, an insight 
into the very nature of man reveals that love is an essen-
i 
tial element in life, and also a prime contributor to a 
meaningful life. Most psychologists tend to agree that all 
people have a need to be loved; this hypothesis has had an 
enormous impact upon the study of human motivation. 
Parenting 
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Duck (1983) believes that parents should devote as much 
energy to creating a positive self-image in a very young 
child as they do in teaching the child to read. Children 
with high self-esteem are better prepared to accept rejec-
tion, while those with low self-esteem withdraw and become 
isolated. 
During the first year of an infant's life, the most 
social interaction comes from adults. Parents are the most 
significant others in the lives of their children for the 
first few years; therefore, they greatly influence the 
child's development of values. At young ages, children are 
affected by adult values in their friendship choices (Bell, 
1981). Parents, on the other hand, try to redefine our 
actions to fit their values (Bell, 1981). 
Self-control and a respect for the rights of others 
should be an important part of family training. Wilson 
(1993) believes parents should combine affection with disci-
pline in order for children to gain a strong sense of the 
rules of everyday behavior so they are clearly understood 
and parents should consistently enforce them. 
When parents recognize their children's problems as 
opportunities to build the relationship instead of as nega-
tive, burdensome nuisances, it can completely change the 
nature of parent-child association. It is an opportunity to 
invest in the relationship {Covey, 1989). 
Adolescence 
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It has long been believed that relatives. can provide 
natural and appropriate means for satisfying interpersonal 
needs for individuals. By contrast, friendships are rela-
tionships that are entered into voluntarily. Laws, ceremo-
nies and material expectations are not necessary between 
friends (Bell, 1981). 
Friends are more important during childhood than any 
other time in life. This is because children are learning 
so much that is new, and other children provide them with 
the means of learning a great deal about themselves. Heavy 
stress is placed on similarity and conformity in friendships 
at this age. For the older child, reference groups become 
the beginning of peer pressure and the fear of being differ-
ent (Bell, 1981). 
Many children under the age of ten invent companions 
who can help absorb their fears, guilt, and anger and comp-
ensate for defects in the child's reality; "they offer 
uncritical support, and above all, they 'listen'" (Pogregin, 
1987, p. 342). However, individuals who have not experi-
enced basic trust in relationships with other people will 
have a more difficult time establishing friendships during 
adolescence. They have few examples to draw on from past 
experiences {Duck, 1983). 
The competition between parents and peers to influence 
the child's actions intensifies during the transition years 
of adolescence between childhood and adulthood. Many frien-
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dships develop and are maintained in secondary schools. 
These friendships increase self-esteem and serve as a posi-
tive support for self-image. Young children know.little 
about the slow process of getting to know someone. They 
tend to believe that friendship is all or nothing--"you 
either are a friend or you are not" (Duck, 1983, p. 133). 
Going along with the crowd is normal and even though 
peer's judgements can be harsh and painful (Pogrebin, 1987), 
boys are more likely to join gangs early in adolescence 
(Duck, 1983). Adolescent friendships help to move the 
social self from childhood dependence to mature relation-
ships. Children turn to their friends when they want to 
detach themselves from their parents, but an accepting 
family can help them when peer pressure becomes unbearable. 
Self-esteem soars when friends seek one's advice. Most high 
school age students place close friendships in the category 
with good marriages and family lives (Pogrebin, 1987). 
Family factors that may influence the availability of uncon-
ditional love 
The following list of factors may contribute to parents 
inability to express unconditional love: 
Single-parent Families 
Divorce 
Remarriage 
Troubled Families 
Inadequate daycare 
12 
Violence 
Substance Abuse 
Poverty 
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Children Learn What They Live 
If a child lives with 
CRITICISM, he learns 
to CONDEMN. If a 
child lives with HOSTILITY, 
he learns to FIGHT. If a child live with RIDICULE, 
he learns to be SHY. If a child lives with SHAME, he 
learns to FEEL GUILTY. If a child liyes with 
TOLERANCE, he learns to be PATIENT. If a child 
lives with ENCOURAGEMENT, he learns to 
be CONFIDENT. If a child lives with PRAISE, 
he learns to APPRECIATE. If a child lives with 
FAIRNESS, he learns JUSTICE. If a child lives 
with SEC{]RITY, he learns to have FAITH. If 
a child lives with APPROVAL, he learns to 
LIKE HIMSELF. If a child 
lives with ACCEPTANCE 
and FRIENDSHIP, he learns 
to find LOVE in the world. 
Dorothy Law Nolte 
14 
REFERENCES 
Bell, R.R. (1981). Worlds of Friendship. Beverly Hills: 
Sage Publications. 
Covey, S. R. (1989). The Seven Habits of Highly Effective 
People (pp. 42, 199). New York: Simon & Schuster. 
Duck, S. (1983). Friends, for Life (p. 133). New 
York: St. Martin's Press. 
Fromm, E. (1956). The Art of Loving (p. 87, 127-128). New 
York: Harper & Brothers Publishers. 
Pogrebin, L. C. (1987). Among Friends (pp. 141, 342). New 
York: McGraw-Hill Book Company. 
Singer, I. (1994). The Pursuit of Love (pp. 000-000). 
Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University.Press. 
15 
Research Method 
On March 30, 1994, a memo was sent to Mr. Micpael 
Hughes, Director of Court Services for Coles County in 
Charleston, Illinois requesting his participation in this 
project. On April 1, 1994, a copy of the same memo was sent 
to Mr. Dean Tucker, Principal of Community Unit Number one 
Senior High School in Charleston, Illinois. They both 
agreed to participate in this pilot project. On September 
19, 1994, Mr. Joseph Gordon, Director of Probation and Court 
Services for the Sixth Judicial Circuit in Champaign county 
was contacted by phone and asked to participate in the 
project. A letter along with a copy of the survey and an 
information sheet was mailed to him. He agreed to partici-
pate in the pilot study. 
The population of the study consisted of seventy-two 
high school aged individuals and fifty court ordered indi-
viduals ranging in age from eleven to eighteen years. The 
administrators who distributed the surveys were assured that 
the information gathered would be treated with the highest 
degree of confidentiality. 
One hundred surveys were distributed to Community Unit 
Number One Senior High School located in Charleston, Illi-
nois. These surveys were voluntarily completed by students 
during study hall periods. The number of surveys was ran-
domly reduced to fifty by the method of rolling dice. Dice 
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were rolled, the spots counted and the resulting number was 
used to determine which survey to pull. If a role of the 
two dice produced the number five, for example, the fifth 
survey from the top was pulled. This process was continued 
until twenty-two surveys had been removed from the high 
school pool. 
Ten surveys were delivered to the Coles County Court 
House located in Charleston, Illinois and completed by 
subjects under Court Services jurisdiction in Coles County. 
The surveys were administered by the Director of Probation 
and the Counselors in the department. 
Forty surveys were completed by subjects under Court 
Services jurisdiction in Champaign County. These surveys 
were given to the Director of Probation and Court Services 
in Urbana, Illinois with the understanding th~t confidenti-
ality would be upheld. The surveys were completed on a 
volunteer basis from three areas of the department: Juve-
nile Probation; Juvenile Detention: and Informal Supervi-
sion. The Deputy Director of the department administered 
the questionnaire. 
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Instrument 
A measurement instrument was designed in consultation 
with a member of the Testing Service staff at Eastern Illi-
nois University. The survey instrument was designed to 
measure parental unconditional love without furnishing a 
definition of the term. 
The instrument is displayed on the following page. 
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FIELD STUDY SURVEY FOR EDG6900 FA94 
How do you feel your parent or guardian would respond to the 
following situations? 
Please circle your answer based on the following scale of 1 
to 7 (1 being the most negative and 7 being the most posi-
tive): 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
Violence 
and 
Anger 
You are caught 
1 
Indifference 
skipping school by 
2 3 4 5 
your 
6 
Concern 
and 
Disappointment 
teacher 
7 
You wreck the family car, and it was your fault 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
A classmate tells your parent/guardian that you started 
a fight 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
You are caught by your parent/guardian drinking alcohol 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
You are caught stealing money from your home by your 
parent/guardian 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
You are caught stealing money from a friend's home by 
your friend's parent/guardian 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
7. Your parent/guardian finds out you are running around 
with suspected gang members 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8. You are caught smoking mariJuana by your sis-
ter/brother, and she/he tells your parent/guardian 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
9. You are suspended from school by the principal 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
10. You are arrested by the police for shoplifting 
19 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
20 
Results 
In an effort to make the data from this study more 
meaningful, the scale from the instrument on the preceding 
page was reduced from seven to three in the final analysis. 
One and two represent the most negative response; three, 
four and five represent indifference; six and seven repre-
sent the most positive response. 
The instrument was designed to be descriptive and 
collect qualitative information. The Possible Explanation 
of Results that appear on the following pages was based on 
the Row Percent data. 
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Results of Freguency of Responses 
1. YOU ARE CAUGHT SKIPPING SCHOOL BY YOUR TEA CHE~ 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Row 
Violence Indifference Concern Total 
Count Value 12 24 14 50 
Expected Value 8.5 20.5 21 50.0% 
Row Percent 24.0% 48.0% 28.0% 
Column Percent 70.6% 58.5% 33.3% 
Total Percent 12.0% 24.0% 14.0% 
COURT SERVICES 
Count Value 5 17 28 50 
Expected Value 8.5 20.5 21 50.0% 
Row Percent 10.0% 34.0% 56.0% 
Column Percent 29.4% 41. 5% 66.7% 
Total Percent 5.0% 17.0% 28.0% 
COLUMN 17 41 42 100 
TOTAL 17.0% 41. 0% 42.0% 100.0% 
The most surprising result was the fact that a higher 
percentage of parents of the high school group was indifferent 
to their child skipping school. This statistic might reflect 
the fact that the consequences would be more severe for the 
court ordered group. 
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Results of Frequency of Responses 
2. YOU WRECK THE FAMILY CAR AND IT WAS YOUR FAU~T 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Row 
Violence Indifference Concern Total 
Count Value 19 17 14 50 
Expected Value 20.5 15.5 14.0 50.0% 
Row Percent 38.0% 34.0% 28.0% 
Column Percent 46.3% 54.8% 50.0% 
Total Percent 19.0% 17.0% 14.0% 
COURT SERVICES 
count Value 22 14 14 50 
Expected Value 20.5 15.5 14.0 50.0% 
Row Percent 44.0% 28.0% 28.0% 
Column Percent 53.7% 45.2% 50.0% 
Total Percent 22.0 14.0% 14.0% 
COLUMN 41 31 28 100 
TOTAL 41. 0% 31. 0% 28.0% 100.0% 
The results of the two groups in this table were similar. 
However, the small difference noted in the violence end of the 
spectrum might have something to do with economics or vanity. 
Perhaps, the parents of the court ordered group might not have 
sufficient insurance to cover the damage, or they might place 
more value on material objects like a car. 
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Results of Freguency of Responses 
3. A CLASSMATE TELLS YOUR PARENT/GUARDIAN THAT YOU STARTED 
A FIGHT 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Row 
Violence Indifference Concern Total 
Count Value 9 20 21 50 
Expected Value 6.5 25.0 18.5 50.0% 
Row Percent 18.0% 40.0% 42.0% 
Column Percent 69.2% 40.0% 56.8% 
Total Percent 9.0 20.0% 21. 0% 
COURT SERVICES 
Count Value 4 30 16 50 
Expected Value 6.5 25.0 18.5 50.0% 
Row Percent 8.0% 60.0% 32.0% 
Column Percent 30.8% 60.0% 43.2% 
Total Percent 4.0 30.0% 16.0% 
COLUMN 13 50 37 100 
TOTAL 13.0% 50.0% 37.0% 100.0% 
From the results of this table, it appeared that parents 
of the high school group were more disturbed by the fact that 
their child displayed a violent nature; however, they did 
display more compassion. The court ordered group might be 
more accustomed to confrontations. 
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Results of Frequency of Responses 
4. YOU ARE CAUGHT BY YOUR PARENT/GUARDIAN DRINKING ALCOHOL 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Row 
Violence Indifference Concern Total 
Count Value 20 12 18 50 
Expected Value 20.0 13.0 17.0 50.0% 
Row Percent 40.0% 24.0% 36.0% 
Column Percent 50.0% 46.2% 52.9% 
Total Percent 20.0 12.0% 18.0% 
COURT SERVICES 
Count Value 20 14 16 50 
Expected Value 20.0 13.0 17.0 50.0% 
Row Percent 40.0% 28.0% 32.0% 
Column Percent 50.0% 53.8% 47.1% 
Total Percent 20.0 14.0% 16.0% 
COLUMN 40 26 34 100 
TOTAL 40.0% 26.0% 34.0% 100.0% 
While the results displayed in this table were similar, 
the parents of the court ordered children proved to be 
slightly more indifferent, and the parents of the high school 
group responded with a little more concern toward the problem. 
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Results of Frequency of Responses 
5. YOU ARE CAUGHT STEALING MONEY FROM YOUR HOME BY YOUR 
PARENT/GUARDIAN 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Count Value 
Expected Value 
Row Percent 
Column Percent 
Total Percent 
COURT SERVICES 
Count Value 
Expected Value 
Row Percent 
Column Percent 
Total Percent 
COLUMN 
TOTAL 
Violence Indifference Concern 
17 
24.0 
34.0% 
35.4% 
17.0% 
31 
24.0 
62.0% 
64.6% 
31. 0% 
48 
48.0% 
16 
13.0 
32.0% 
61.5% 
16.0% 
10 
13.0 
20.0% 
38.5% 
10.0% 
26 
26.0% 
17 
13.0 
34.0% 
65.4% 
17.0% 
9 
13.0 
18.0% 
34.6% 
9.0% 
26 
26.0% 
Row 
Total 
50 
50.0% 
50 
50.0% 
100 
100.0% 
In this table, the parents of the court ordered group 
responded with a higher degree of violence, less indifference 
and less concern. Possibly because money is not abundant, or 
this group is more familiar with the consequences of theft. 
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Results of Freguency of Responses 
6. YOU ARE CAUGHT STEALING MONEY FROM A FRIEND'S HOME BY 
YOUR FRIEND'S PARENT/GUARDIAN 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Count Value 
Expected Value 
Row Percent 
Column Percent 
Total Percent 
COURT SERVICES 
Count Value 
Expected Value 
Row Percent 
Column Percent 
Total Percent 
COLUMN 
TOTAL 
Violence Indifference Concern 
23 
23.0 
46.0% 
50.0% 
23.0% 
23 
23.0 
46.0% 
50.0% 
23.0% 
46 
46.0% 
12 
14.0 
24.0% 
42.9% 
12.0% 
16 
14.0 
32.0% 
57.1% 
16.0% 
28 
28.0% 
15 
13.0 
30.0% 
57.7% 
15.0% 
11 
13.0 
22.0% 
42.3% 
11. 0% 
26 
26.0% 
Row 
Total 
50 
50.0% 
50 
50.0% 
100 
100.0% 
The high school group showed less indifference and more 
concern than the court ordered group. A possible explanation 
of the indifference item might be that the parents of the high 
school group would suffer more embarrassment regarding their 
peers than the court ordered group. 
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Results of Frequency of Responses 
7. YOUR PARENT/GUARDIAN FINDS OUT YOU ARE RUNNING AROUND 
WITH SUSPECTED GANG MEMBERS 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Count Value 
Expected Value 
Row Percent 
Column Percent 
Total Percent 
COURT SERVICES 
Count Value 
Expected Value 
Row Percent 
Column Percent 
Total Percent 
COLUMN 
TOTAL 
Violence Indifference Concern 
13 
9.5 
26.0% 
68.4% 
13.0% 
6 
9.5 
12.0% 
31. 6% 
6.0% 
19 
19.0% 
14 
19.5 
28.0% 
35.9% 
14.0% 
25 
19.5 
50.0% 
64.1% 
25.0% 
39 
39.0% 
23 
21. 0 
46.0% 
54.8% 
23.0% 
19 
21. 0 
38.0% 
45.2% 
19.0% 
42 
42.0% 
Row 
Total 
50 
50.0% 
50 
50.0% 
100 
100.0% 
The court ordered group displayed less anger, more 
indifference and less concern than the high school group. 
This might be because the high school group had not 
experienced this type of behavior before. 
28 
Results of Frequency of Responses 
8. YOU ARE CAUGHT SMOKING MARIJUANA BY YOUR SISTER/BROTHER, 
AND SHE/HE TELLS YOUR PARENT/GUARDIAN 
HIGH SCHOOL 
; Row 
Violence Indifference Concern Total 
Count Value 25 12 13 50 
Expected Value 22.5 13.0 14.5 50.0% 
Row Percent 50.0% 24.0% 26.0% 
Column Percent 55.6% 46.2% 44.8% 
Total Percent 25.0% 12.0% 13.0% 
COURT SERVICES 
Count Value 20 14 16 50 
Expected Value 22.5 13.0 14.5 50.0% 
Row Percent 40.0% 28.0% 32.0% 
Column Percent 44.4% 53.8% 55.2% 
Total Percent 20.0% 14.0% 16.0% 
COLUMN 45 26 29 100 
TOTAL 45.0% 26.0% 29.0% 100.0% 
The parents of the high school group displayed more 
anger, less indifference and less concern for this problem. 
Maybe because they feared for their child's well-being. The 
court ordered group might be more concerned because of the 
effect it might have on the child's court record. 
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Results of Frequency of Responses 
9. YOU ARE SUSPENDED FROM SCHOOL BY THE PRINCIPAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Violence 
count Value 17 
Expected Value 13.0 
Row Percent 34.0% 
Column Percent 65.4% 
Total Percent 17.0% 
COURT SERVICES 
Count Value 9 
Expected Value 13.0 
Row Percent 18.0% 
Column Percent 34.6% 
Total Percent 9.0% 
COLUMN 26 
TOTAL 26.0% 
Indifference Concern 
20 13 
21.5 15.5 
40.0% 26.0% 
46.5% 41. 9% 
20.0% 13.0% 
23 18 
21.5 15.5 
46.0% 36.0% 
53.5% 58.1% 
23.0% 18.0% 
43 31 
43.0% 31. 0% 
Row 
Total 
50 
50.0% 
50 
50.0% 
100 
100.0% 
The parents of the high school group displayed more 
anger, less indifference and less concern. Possibly because 
of their concern for their child's future. 
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Results of Frequency of Responses 
10. YOU ARE ARRESTED BY THE POLICE FOR SHOPLIFTING 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Row 
Violence Indifference Concern Total 
Count Value 29 6 15 50 
Expected Value 27.0 10.5 12.5 50.0% 
Row Percent 58.0% 12.0% 30.0% 
Column Percent 53.7% 28.6% 60.0% 
Total Percent 29.0% 6.0% 15.0% 
COURT SERVICES 
Count Value 25 15 10 50 
Expected Value 27.0 10.5 12.5 50.0% 
Row Percent 50.0% 30.0% 20.0% 
Column Percent 46.3% 71.4% 40.0% 
Total Percent 25.0% 15.0% 10.0% 
COLUMN 54 21 25 100 
TOTAL 54.0% 21. 0% 25.0% 100.0% 
The results indicate that the parents of the high school 
group were less indifferent but showed more concern than the 
parents of the court ordered group. It appears that the high 
school group would discourage their children from engaging in 
this type of behavior. 
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Conclusions 
Based on the results of this study, it appears that 
there is no difference between the two groups perception of 
the amount of unconditional love displayed by the parents. 
These results imply that there may be a strong support 
system based on a variety of motivational patterns in par-
ents of the Court Ordered population. 
This initial investigation raised many questions. More 
research is needed. Among the indicated questions for study 
are the different motivational patterns of the two groups of 
parents, and the differences in perceptual biases of the two 
groups of adolescents. 
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Eastern Illinois university 
Memorandum 
To: Mike Hughes 
From: Wanda Reid 
Date: 03/30/94 
Subject: SPRING SEMESTER 1994 EDG6910 RESEARCH SURVEY 
Attached is an information sheet and a copy of the 10 sur-
veys that I've enclosed. 
After talking to Doug Bower, EIU Testing Center, we decided 
the best way to try to measure parental unconditional love 
was not to mention it in the questionnaire. 
I'm also distributing the same questionnaires to counselors 
at the Junior and Senior High Schools. The project will be 
completed by the end of Fall Semester 1994, and I will give 
you a copy. 
Thank you for your cooperation and your officer's participa-
tion. 
If possible, I would~like to pick up the information sheet 
and the surveys by April 29. I can be reached Monday 
through Friday from 8:00-ll:OOam and Noon-4:30pm at 581-
5223. 
33 
Eastern Illinois University 
Memorandum 
To: Mr. Dean Tucker 
From: Wanda Reid 
Date: 04/01/94 
Subject: SPRING SEMESTER 1994 EDG6910 RESEARCH SURVEY 
Enclosed are the surveys I talked to you about on Tuesday. 
If possible, I would like to pick them up by April 29. 
I haven't heard from Barbara Haberer yet, but I hope to 
distribute the same questionnaires to the Junior High. Mike 
Hughes, Coles County Probation Officer, has also agreed to 
participate in this study. The project will be completed by 
the end of Fall Semester 1994. 
I can be reached Monday through Friday from 8:00-ll:OOam and 
Noon-4:30pm at 581-5223. 
Thank you for your cooperation and participation. 
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#1 University Apartments 
Charleston, IL 61920 
September 19, 1994 
Mr. Joseph Gordon/Court Services 
201 E Main 
Urbana, IL 61801 
Dear Mr. Gordon: 
Attached is an information sheet and a copy of the 40 sur-
veys that I spoke to you about by phone today. 
Mr. Douglas Bower, EIU Testing Center, assisted me in pre-
paring this questionaire, and we decided the best way to try 
to measure parental unconditional love was not to furnish a 
definition. 
During Spring Semester 1994, I distributed the same ques-
tionnaire to counselors at the Charleston Senior High School 
and Court Services in Coles County. As I stated on the 
phone, I would like to have the surveys completed by Novem-
ber 1. The project will be completed by the end of Fall 
Semester 1994, and I will give you a copy. 
I will call your office Thursday, September 22 and arrange a 
time to deliver the 40 surveys on Friday, September 23 and 
answer any questionscyou might have. 
Thank you for agreeing to help with this project. 
Sincerely, 
Wanda C. Reid 
Enclosures: 2 
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c Dr. Robert Saltmarsh 
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